
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
Monthly Statewide Tribal Consultation Call on 2014 Drought  

September 30, 2014



Monthly	Tribal	Consultation	Webinar/	Call	on	2014	Drought	Response
9/30/2014	

10:00	a.m.	– 11:30	a.m.
Location:	CA	Natural	Resource	Building,	Conference	Room	1305,	13th Floor

1416	9th Street,	Sacramento,	CA		95814
9:55	am Dial	In All	Tribal	Governments
10:00	– 10:05	am Welcome	&	Introductions

Drought	Task	Force	Regional	Meetings
The	Governor’s	Office	of	the	Tribal	Advisor
Cynthia	Gomez
Wade	Crowfoot,	Deputy	Cabinet	Secretary	and	Senior	
Advisor,	Office	of	Governor	Edmund	G.	Brown,	Jr.	

10:05	– 10:15	am Current	Update	on	Drought
Regional	Administrator	&	Liaison	Contact	
Info
Operational	Area	Weekly	Calls

California	Governor’s	Office	of	Emergency	Services	
(Cal	OES)

Nancy	Ward,	Deputy	Director	

10:15	– 10:25	am Water	Rights	Curtailments‐Update
Emergency	Regulations	Update
Tribal	Training	for	California	Water	
Rights	
Announcement		10/13/2014

State	Water	Resources	Control	Board	(SWRCB)

Thomas	Howard,	Executive	Director	

10:25	– 10:35	am Legislation	Update	on	Groundwater	and	
Water	Bond	Legislation	

Liane Randolph,	Deputy	Secretary	and	Chief	Counsel			CNRA
Debbie	Davis,	Community	and	Rural	Affairs	Advisor	OPR
Kasey	Schimke,	Assistant	Director	Legislative	Affairs	Office,	
DWR	

10:35	– 10:45am Status	on	California	Water	Plan	2013	 Department	of	Water	Resources		
Anecita	Agustinez,	Tribal	Policy	Advisor

10:45	– 10:55	am Tribal	Update:	Yurok	Tribe		
Marijuana	Eradication	

The	Yurok	Tribe
Leonard	Masten,	Yurok	Tribal	Police	Chief

10:55– 11:05	am Tribal	Update	Tuolumne	Tribe The	Tuolumne	Band	of	Me‐Wuk	Indians
Dore	Bietz,	CERT	Planner	and	Emergency	Manager		

11:05	– 11:10	am Update Indian	Health	Services,	California	Area	(IHS)
Chris	Brady,	Deputy	Director	

11:10	– 11:30	am Tribal	Comments/	Open	Discussion

Closing	Remarks

1st Tribal	Chairman
2nd Tribal	Designee
3rd Open	Forum	
Cynthia	Gomez	



State and Federal Partners 
Participating

• Cynthia Gomez, Governor’s Tribal Advisor
• Wade Crowfoot, Deputy Cabinet Secretary and Senior Advisor, 

Office of Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr. 
• Nancy Ward, Deputy Director (CalOES)
• Thomas Howard, Executive Director (SWRCB)
• Liane Randolph, Deputy Secretary and Chief Counsel (CNRA) 
• Debbie Davis, Community and Rural Affairs Advisor (OPR)
• Kasey Schimke, Assistant Director Legislative Affairs Office (DWR)
• Anecita Agustinez, Tribal Policy Advisor (DWR)
• Leonard Masten, Interim Public Safety Chief, The Yurok Tribe  
• Dore Bietz, CERT Planner and Emergency Manager, The Tuolumne 

Band of Me‐Wuk Indians 
• Chris Brady, Deputy Director, California Area (IHS)



Nancy Ward
Deputy Director 
Cal OES 

Governor’s Office of Emergency Services 









Cal OES Regional Administrator Contact & Tribal Point of Contact
Inland
Regional Administrator 
Eric Lamoureux
CA Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES)
Inland Region
Office: (916) 657‐9107
Cell: (916) 524‐0350
24/7 Emergency Contact: (916) 845‐8911
Eric.Lamoureux@caloes.ca.gov (*NEW ADDRESS*)
Twitter‐@EricALamoureux

Tribal Point of Contact
Kyle Noderer
Emergency Services Coordinator, Inland Region
California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES)
Office: (916) 657‐9490
Cell: (916) 709‐5492
kyle.noderer@caloes.ca.gov

Coastal
Regional Administrator 
Jodi Traversaro
CA Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES)
1340 Treat Boulevard Suite 270
Walnut Creek, CA 94597
Office: (925) 953‐1413
Cell: (415) 539‐9137
Jodi.Traversaro@caloes.ca.gov

Tribal Point of Contact
Roger Sigtermans
Office: (925) 953‐1402
Cell: (415) 298‐3550
Roger.Sigtermans@caloes.ca.gov

Southern
Regional Administrator
Mona Bontty 
CA Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES)
4671 Liberty Avenue
Los Alamitos, CA 90720
Office: (562) 795‐2902
Cell: (562) 673‐0411
Mona.Bontty@caloes.ca.gov

Tribal Point of Contact
Bill Martinez
Office (562) 795‐2957
Cell: (714) 460‐3913
bill.martinez@caloes.ca.gov



CA State Water Resources Control 
Board 

THOMAS HOWARD, Executive Director
State Water Resources Board
1001 I Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
September 30, 2014



TOPICS TO BE DISCUSSED

1. Water Rights & Water Quality Tribal Training
2. Funding Opportunities for Tribes
3. Water Rights Curtailment 
4. Enforcement Efforts on Cannabis Cultivation
5. California Groundwater Legislation 



SWRCB
TRIBAL TRAINING

WATER RIGHTS & WATER QUALITY

Topics Include:
 Overview of California water rights system, including 

complaints and protests 
 Funding opportunities and processes
 Use of Water Board databases 
 Beneficial use designations

Training scheduled forOct 13Th Cal/EPA



SWRCB
DROUGHT-RELATED GRANT FUNDING 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR TRIBES

Cleanup and Abatement Account ‐ Interim Emergency 
Drinking Water Program ‐ $6 Million
• $4 million – Drought Relief (Senate Bill SB103)

• Eligibility Criteria:  Must be disadvantaged and have contaminated water
• Source of contamination can be anthropogenic (man‐made) or naturally 

occurring
• Approved: 7 projects at $1.93 million
• Approval Pending: 7 projects at $1.6 million
• Remaining: $470,000
• Types of projects funded to‐date:  bottled water, vending machine, limited 

planning



SWRCB
DROUGHT-RELATED GRANT FUNDING 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR TRIBES

Cleanup and Abatement Account (cont’d)
• $2 million Board Allocated Funding (Status 9/22/2014)

• Eligibility Criteria:  Must be disadvantaged and have contaminated water
• Source of contamination must be anthropogenic (man‐made)
• Approved: 12 Projects at $770,500
• Approval Pending: 5 Projects at $961,000
• Remaining: $268,500
• Types of projects funded to‐date:  bottled water, vending machine, 

limited planning, RO treatment, emergency intertie
• Yurok Tribe – approved for $32K for bottled water; application for a 

vending machine is pending resolution of monitoring requirements from 
U.S. EPA



SWRCB
WATER RIGHTS CURTAILMENTS

Curtailment Notices Mailed

 Scott River - May 16th 

Affected all Decreed Surplus Class Right and Post-1914 rights
 Sacramento River - May 27th

Affected all Post-1914 rights
 San Joaquin River - May 29th

Affected all Post-1914 rights
 Russian River - May 28th

Affected Post-1914 rights with priority date after 1954 and located 
upstream of Dry Creek confluence with Russian River

 Mainstem & North Fork Eel River, Van Duzen- June 30th

Affected all Post-1914 rights

• Total of 9,635 water rights curtailed.



SWRCB
WATER RIGHTS CURTAILMENTS

Curtailment Notices Rescinded

August 2014
• All post‐1914 water rights on the Main Stem of the Eel River 

downstream of the South Fork Eel River confluence. 
September 2014
• Van Duzen tributary and water rights downstream of South Fork 

confluence released from curtailment due to supply exceeding 
reported demand. 



SWRCB
WATER RIGHTS CURTAILMENTS

Long‐Term Analysis Continues
– State Water Board will continue its current Supply vs. Demand  

Analysis based on priority of rights for potential permanent 
relief from curtailments.

Temporary Curtailment Release Proposal
– For the upcoming fall/winter season, to maximize collection to 

storage of rainfall, temporary suspension of curtailment notices 
may be issued.  

– Notification will only be sent by email via lyris list subscription.
– After a rainfall event, curtailments may need to be reissued via 

email notification. 
– Compliance with existing terms and conditions  (Term 91) still 

required.  All notices subject to enforcement.  



UPDATE ON WATER BOARDS ENFORCEMENT 
EFFORTS REGARDING CANNABIS 

CULTIVATION

• Water Board Staff has Developed Cooperative Protocols with 
Department of Fish and Wildlife and Butte, Shasta and Trinity 
Counties to Coordinate Civil and Criminal Enforcement 
Actions – Sheriffs and Boards of Supervisors 

• Water Board staff has met with Humboldt County Supervisor 
Mark Lovelace and begun the process of developing 
cooperative protocols there, as well as with officials from 
Santa Cruz and Yuba Counties

• Water Board Staff expects to Develop Similar Protocols in 
Mendocino and Other Northern California Counties in October



CALIFORNIA GROUNDWATER 
LEGISLATION 

• A tribe may voluntarily participate in preparing and 
administering a groundwater sustainability plan, 
through joint powers authority or other agreements.

• A tribe is eligible for grant funding and technical 
assistance, but any regulation, enforcement or fee 
collection by a tribe is the tribe’s independent 
authority

• Groundwater sustainability agencies are required 
consider the interest of groundwater users, including 
tribes



CONTACTS

• Felicia Marcus, Board Chair, 
Felicia.Marcus@waterboards.ca.gov, 916‐341‐5603

• Gita Kapahi, Office of Public Participation, Tribal Liaison, 
Gita.Kapahi@waterboards.ca.gov, 916‐341‐5501

• Cris Carrigan, Office of Enforcement, 
Chris.Carrigan@waterboards.ca.gov, 916‐341‐5272

• Cindy Forbes, Division of Drinking Water, 
Cindy.Forbes@waterboards.ca.gov, 916‐341‐5045

• John O’Hagan, Division of Water Rights, 
John.O’Hagan@waterboards.ca.gov, 916‐341‐5368



Legislation Update on 
Groundwater and Water Bond 

Legislation 
Liane Randolph
Deputy Secretary and Chief Counsel
CALIFORNIA NATURAL RESOURCES AGENCY 
(916) 653‐5656

Debbie Davis
Community and Rural Affairs Advisor
GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF PLANNING AND RESEARCH
(916) 322‐0553
Debbie.Davis@opr.ca.gov

Kasey Schimke 
Assistant Director Legislative Affairs Office
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
(916) 653‐0488
kschimke@water.ca.gov



Water Conservation Toolkits

The Home Depot donated 30,000 drought toolkits to the California 
Conservation Corps Foundation (CCCF) to help disadvantaged 
communities experiencing or vulnerable to water shortages  Due to 
Drought stretch their water supply as far as possible

The Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) is 
partnering with the CCCF, the CCC, the Office of Emergency 
Services (OES) and other state agencies engaged in drought 
response, local and county governments, tribes, and NGOs to 
distribute toolkits to community members



Toolkit Contents

• 1 5‐Gallon Bucket
• 1 Low‐Flow Showerhead
• 2 Bathroom Faucet Aerators
• 1 Kitchen Faucet Aerator
• 1 Auto‐Shut Off Hose Nozzle
• 1 5‐Minute Shower Timer
• Water Conservation Tip Sheets and Drought Emergency 

Resources in English and Spanish



Toolkit Contact Information

Debbie Davis
Local Drought Liaison, Rural and Community Affairs Advisor, Governor’s 
Office of Planning and Research
916-322-0553
debbie.davis@opr.ca.gov

Carolyn Angius
Assistant Planner, Governor’s Office of Planning and Research
916-322-5307 
carolyn.angius@opr.ca.gov



California Water Action PLAN

• Comprehensive approach to 
put California on a path to 
sustainable water 
management

• Includes a list of actions to be 
taken in the next 1 to 5 years

• Includes groundwater 
management and water bond



Sustainable Groundwater 
management act

• On September 16, 2014, Governor Jerry Brown signed a package 
of three bills, known as the Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Act (SGMA)

• The three bills, SB 1168 (Pavley), SB 1319 (Pavley) and AB 1739 
(Dickinson), provide a framework for achieving sustainable 
groundwater management in California



Sustainable groundwater 
management act

• The SGMA calls for locals in medium or high priority basins 
to form groundwater sustainability agencies and provides 
the necessary tools, resources, and authorities

• The Act also provides for limited state intervention when 
locals cannot or choose not to manage their groundwater 
sustainably



• 10720.3. (a) This part applies to all groundwater basins in the state. 
• (b) To the extent authorized under federal or tribal law, this part applies to an Indian tribe and 

to the federal government, including, but not limited to, the United States Department of 
Defense. 

• (c) The federal government or any federally recognized Indian tribe, appreciating the shared 
interest in assuring the sustainability of groundwater resources, may voluntarily agree to 
participate in the preparation or administration of a groundwater sustainability plan or 
groundwater management plan under this part through a joint powers authority or other 
agreement with local agencies in the basin. A participating tribe shall be eligible to participate 
fully in planning, financing, and management under this part, including eligibility for grants and 
technical assistance, if any exercise of regulatory authority, enforcement, or imposition and 
collection of fees is pursuant to the tribe’s independent authority and not pursuant to 
authority granted to a groundwater sustainability agency under this part. 

• (d) In an adjudication of rights to the use of groundwater, and in the management of a 
groundwater basin or subbasin by a groundwater sustainability agency or by the board, 
federally reserved water rights to groundwater shall be respected in full. In case of conflict 
between federal and state law in that adjudication or management, federal law shall prevail. 
The voluntary or involuntary participation of a holder of rights in that adjudication or 
management shall not subject that holder to state law regarding other proceedings or matters 
not authorized by federal law. This subdivision is declaratory of existing law. 

Sustainable groundwater 
management act





Department of Water Resources 



California
Water Plan
Update 2013

Tribal Drought 
Consultation Call

September 30, 2014



31

The California Water Plan
• First published in 1957 as Bulletin 3
• Water Code requires DWR to update 
Water Plan every 5 years –
updated 10 times (Bulletin 160)

• Strong nexus with Governor’s
Water Action Plan

• Tool for guiding investment priorities and 
legislative action

• Update 2013 lays out recommendations
‐‐ no mandates or appropriations



Tribal Advisory 
Committee
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Tribal Advisory Committee Accomplishments

• Update Tribal Communication 
Plan

• Evaluate Tribal Objective / 
Actions for Progress Report

• Content for Regional Reports & 
Resource Management Strategies

• Content for Water & Culture RMS
• Content for CA Without Safe

Water & Sanitation Report
• Convene Design Team for

2013 CA Tribal Water Summit



Update 2013 ‐ A Resource for Implementing 
the Governor’s Water Action Plan
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CALIFORNIA WATER PLAN UPDATE 2013

Objective 12 – Improve Tribal/State Relations &
Natural Resource Management

• Develop relations with Tribes; 
recognize Tribal sovereign authority; 
and incorporate Tribes in water 
planning and decision‐making

• 11 Related Actions
– Tribal water rights
– Receive State funding / contracts
– State agencies use TEK
– Training for State agencies
– Technical training for Tribes
– Utilize Tribal Communication Plan
– Tribal consultation / involve early
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California Water Plan Update 2013
Objective – Improve Tribal Water & Resources

• One of 17 Water Plan 
Objectives

• Develop Tribal consultation, 
collaboration, and access to 
funding for water programs and 
projects to better sustain Tribal 
water and natural resources

• 12 Related Actions –
several taken from the
Tribal Communication Plan
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Ways to Access Water Plan 
Information

• Visit the Water Plan Web Portal
www.waterplan.water.ca.gov

 Subscribe to Water Plan eNews
ww.waterplan.water.ca.gov/enews
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Questions & Comments
Anecita Agustinez, Tribal Policy Advisor
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 
1416 9th Street, Room 1155‐C1
Sacramento , CA 95814
Office: (916) 653‐8726
Cell: (916) 216‐8637
anecita.agustinez@water.ca.gov
tribalpolicyadvisor@water.ca.gov

Kamyar Guivetchi
Chief of Statewide Integrated Water Management Division  
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 
901 P Street
Sacramento, CA  95814
(916) 653‐3937
kamyarg@water.ca.gov

Emily Alejandrino
Tribal Liaison
Division of Statewide Integrated Water Management 
DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 
901 P Street
Sacramento, CA  95814
(916) 651‐9276
Emily.Alejandrino@water.ca.gov





DWR 
CASGEM Contacts

HQ – Sacramento
Mary Scruggs mary.scruggs@water.ca.gov (916) 654‐1324
Brett Wyckoff brett.wyckoff@water.ca.gov (916) 651‐9283

NRO ‐ Red Bluff
Dan McManus dan.mcmanus@water.ca.gov (530) 529‐7373
Bill Ehorn bill.ehorn@water.ca.gov (530) 528‐7403

NCRO ‐West Sacramento
Chris Bonds chris.bonds@water.ca.gov (916) 376‐9657
Erin Smith erin.smith@water.ca.gov (916) 376‐9623

SCRO – Fresno
Dane Mathis dane.mathis@water.ca.gov (559) 230‐3354
Mike McKenzie charles.mckenzie@water.ca.gov (559) 230‐3308

SRO – Glendale
Tim Ross timothy.ross@water.ca.gov (818) 500‐1645 x278
Eric Gorman eric.gorman@water.ca.gov (818) 500‐1645 x336



Questions?
Tom Lutterman

Thomas.Lutterman@water.ca.gov
(916) 651‐9263

http://www.water.ca.gov/groundwater/casgem
DWR‐CASGEM Online System



The Yurok Tribe
Leonard Masten
Interim Public Safety Chief
The Yurok Tribe Public Safety 
(707) 482‐8185
lmasten@yuroktribe.nsn.us



Search warrants were served at 43 locations on and near the Yurok 
Reservation. The operation eradicated more than 15,000 plants.



Millions of gallons of water was wasted by the clandestine 
cannabis farms.



The high nitrate fertilizers and other chemicals threaten drinking 
water systems.



Illegal water diversions filled large, tarp‐lined pools. The one on the 
right is in a creek bed.



Giant water tanks were also used to feed thirsty plants.



The majority of the plants still needed a month or more of 
irrigation to become marketable.



The farms threaten cultural resources like the bear grass (on the 
left). Liquid fertilizers contaminate fish‐bearing streams.



Piles of debris were found at almost every site, including this 
one off of Mitchell Road.



Fish and wildlife killing fungicides and herbicides were used 
at the illegal sites.



300 gallon containers of fertilizer were a common item found at 
the grow sites.



Mature trees were removed to make room for plantations.



Law enforcement collaboration

• Operation Yurok consisted of tribal, federal and 
state law enforcement officers including: 
California National Guard Counterdrug Task 
Force, Bureau of Land Management, BIA, 
Humboldt County Sheriffs Office, California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife, Pelican Bay 
State Prison Swat Team, Humboldt County 
District Attorney’s Office, Marin County Sheriffs 
office and Calfire. The Yurok Tribe would like to 
give special thanks to the National Guard 
Counterdrug Task Force





Water and Drought Contingency Planning

THE TUOLUMNE ME‐WUK STORY



• Historical Background

• Current Facts

• Problem Identified

• Best Practices

Who we Are………..and what are we doing about 
water.





Surface Water

• Turnback

• Bear

• Rattlesnake

• Watersheds



PROBLEMS IDENTIFIED

• Water Records Management

• Lack of timeline of events

• No tracking of yearly water use

• Future water needs not determined



• Local Public Utilities Serves
• 80 homes
• 7 Tribal Government/Administration   
Buildings

• Fire Hydrants 



• Wells on Tribal Lands Serve
• Casino
• Fire Suppression/Water Tenders
• Construction Projects 



GIS Mapping

• Historical
• lines
• watershed

• Current Systems 
• Public
• Private

• Proposed



BEST PRACTICES

• Understand history, what you have  
now and what you need for the future

• Active Participation (Local and State)

• Education of tribal members, staff

• Proactive planning/building principles



Thank you!

Dore A. Bietz
Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk Indians
dbietz@mewuk.com
Work (209) 928-5304



Christopher Brady, Deputy Director
Division of Sanitation Facilities Construction
Indian Health Service, California Area

Luke Schulte, PE, Environmental Engineer Consultant
Division of Sanitation Facilities Construction  
luke.schulte@ihs.gov

Indian Health Service California Area
Office of Environmental Health & 
Engineering (OEHE)



General Updates and Activities                

1. Coordinate with State and Federal agencies.
 Office of Planning and Research: distribution of drought 
toolkits

 EPA: upcoming meeting on Thursday, October 2

2. Periodic vulnerability/risk assessments of Tribal water systems.
 Map of Tribal water systems updated on September 29
 Two maps for systems: high‐risk and moderate‐risk



General Updates and Activities                

3. Collaborate with Tribes to monitor systems at high risk 
including water source (e.g. drawdown/recovery) and per 
capita demand.

4. Completed update to the Tribal Sanitation Deficiency System 
(SDS) with specific drought‐related projects.
 Included 60 drought‐related projects in SDS at a total cost of 
$25 million.  Facilities: new water source, meters, water main 
repairs, and interties.

5. Outreach on Drought Contingency Plan.  Good progress by 
Tribes in developing draft and/or adopted plans:
 March: 10% 
 June: 22%
 September: 65%









IHS Local Area Office Drought 
Contact 

Listed below are the Indian Health Service office locations and contacts for drought 

assistance. Please contact the office nearest you.
Location Primary contact name Phone number

Arcata Field Office Barry Jarvis 707‐822‐1688

Redding District Office  Andy Huray 530‐246‐5339

Ukiah Field Office Charles Thompson 707‐462‐5314

Sacramento District Office David Mazorra 916‐930‐3960

Clovis Field Office Matt Mergenthaler 559‐322‐7488

Escondido District Office Sean Bush 760‐735‐6880

For additional information on the field offices and contacts, please see the IHS California 
Area website at: http://www.ihs.gov/california/index.cfm/about‐us/field‐offices/
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Open Forum for Tribal Feedback and 
Discussion 

1. Tribal Chairman
2. Tribal Designee
3. Open Forum



Save the Dates:
• Wednesday, October 29, 2014 10:00 a.m.‐11:30 a.m.
• Tuesday, November 18, 2014   10:00 a.m.‐11:30 a.m.
• Tuesday, December 16, 2014 10:00 a.m.‐11:30 a.m.

Governor’s Drought Task Force 
Government-to-Government Conference 

Call  Meetings



Cynthia Gomez
Tribal Advisor
Office of Tribal Advisor
Office of Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr.
1550 Harbor Boulevard, Suite 100
West Sacramento, California 95691
Office: (916) 373‐3718

For more information contact:
Heather Hostler
Chief Deputy, Office of Tribal Advisor
Office of Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr.
1550 Harbor Boulevard, Suite 100
West Sacramento, California 95691
Office: (916) 373‐3718
Cell: 916) 708‐5304
Heather.Hostler@gov.ca.gov


